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I.— ForEIGN PoLitIcs : 


Referring to the conversation between the Amir and Mr. Martin, the 
Habiul Mateen (Calcutta | of the 14th May says that 
Lord Curzon undoubtedly acted wisely in informing 
the Amir of the suspicion which some of the Members of the British Parliament 
entertained regarding his motive for purchasing such a large quantity of 
arms and ammunition. It isa known fact that the loss in money and life 
which England has had to incur in the Transvaal War is due to the mistakes 
committed by some English statesmen in South Africa. It will take England 
many many years to recover from the losses thus incurred in the South African 
War 


England and the Amir. 


It is clear from the terms of the agreement entered into between England 
and the Amir that her relation with the Amir is exactly the same as that which 
still exits between her and President Kruger, The Amir, like Kruger, has been 
declared independent, so far as internal administration is concerned, but 
neither Paul Kruger nor the Amir can enter into a political alliance with any 
other Foreign Power. It is the Boer War which made the Amir an ebject of 
suspicion. Considering the military strength of the Amir, the English want to 
go the length of forbidding him to purchase more arms and ammunition, lest 
one day he should follow the example of the Boers. In statesmanship the Amir 
is considered by Europeans not inferior to Paul Kruger. Moreover, Afghanistan 
is, like the Transvaal, a hilly country. In fact, Afghanistan is England’s Asiatic 
Transvaal. As Russia is the neighbour of the Amir and the rival of England, 
she would not deal with the Amir in the same way as she dealt with Kruger. 
There is no doubt that Russia has the conquest of India at heart, and that 
England also intends to penetrate beyond the frontier of Russia. Such 
being the case, the English cannot accomplish their design without the 
help of the Amir. Some may think that to supply the Amir with money and 
arms and ammunition is to fatten an enemy at the door; but to stop that supply 
would be to send him to the door of Russia, an enemy stronger than the Amur 
himself, and to pull down the partition wall between India and Russia, If 
that huppens, the English will be in constant dread of being deprived by Russia 
of their life and soul for the protection of which they will have to spend 
greater energy and resources than if they had been placed under the Afghan 
protection. This being the case, the cure for Russophobia lies in the semilia 


similibus curantur system, Let the Amir purchase as many guts as he likes, so — 


that he may ona we oppose Russia on her own frontiers, while the English 
must strengthen the Indian frontiers in such a way that the Amir may not 
venture to come nenr India, It is simply for the purpose of placing a bul- 
wark between Russia and India that the English are under the necessity of 
befriending the Amir. Nearly 20 years’ experience shows that the Amir 
is a faithful ally of the English. It will not become the English to offend 
such an ally, especially as an offence given to him may prove a source of 
trouble to them. 

2. A correspondent of the same paper writes as follows in continuation 

The German Embassy in Persia Of What he wrote in its previous issue (vide Report 
and the Hablul Mateen news. On Native Papers for 12th May paragraph 4 ) in 
paper. : connection with the German Embassy in Persia :— 
Ambassador.— What do you mean by saying this? 

Perstan.—i intend to ruin the paper Hablul Matcen with your help. Since 
the Russo-Persian war, the Russian Embassy is the most powerful in: Persia. 
Russia has exiled a most prominent alim of Persia. The editor of the Hablul 
Maieen is by far much more respectable than that alim. If with your help the 
proscription of that paper can be brought about, the German Embassy will be- 
come a first-class k mbassy in Persia. | 

Amb.—It does not become yon to tell me to do a thing which is unlawful. 
The Persia of the period of the Russo-Persian war is not the Persia of to-day. 
If I do any such thing, I shall bring disgrace upon myself, because the editor 
of the paper, as you say, is respected in Persia. | 

Perstan.—You are right. But we can manage the affair in such a manner 
that every one will believe that it is the Shah who proscribed the paper in 
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Persia. In that case neither the editor nor his Persian sympathisers will come 
to know how we have brought about the proscription of the paper. 
HaBLUL MaTEES, 3 The Hablui Mateen [Calcutta] of the 21st May rays that the Amir 
May 2ist, 1900. has raised a new regiment from among the tribes 
A new regiment in Afghanistan. living on the Indo-Afghan frontier. It is now 
being drilled at Cabul. It is said that this regiment will be quartered on the 
frontier of Afghanistan. The Awir is still making a tour all over his dominion 
-n order to make a mineralogical survey of it, __ 

4. The same paper is sorry that the quarantine officers of Bushire very 
strictly enforce the quarantine rules in the case of 
Asiatics, but in the case of Europeans their search 

and inquiry are very slack, and only nominal. ean 
HaBLUL MATEEN. 5. A correspondent of the same paper writes as follows in continuation 
ee oe of what he wrote in its previous issue (vide para- 
and the Hablul Mateen news. graph 2 above) with reference to the German 
puper. Embassy :— 

Ambassador.—Perhaps you do not know that it is against international law 
to refer such matters to the Ministers of Foreign Affairs. 

Persian.—Yes, quite so in a country governed by law. In Persia such an 
incident will go unnoticed. 

Amb.—I am bound by my Government not to do a thing calculated to 
infringe the international law. : 

Persian.—I do not tell youto do-the thing personally. You can permit me 
to do so. Write a few words to the Foreign Ministers in that connection, so 
that I may receive their help. I can assure you that the Foreign Ministry will 
be on my side. I shall finish the work so soon that the Grand Vizier will not 
get the scent of it. 

Amb.—It cannot be done without the firman of the Shah. 

Persian.—O! no! no, you are telling me the story of a civilized Govern- 
ment. I can secure the services of somebody who can secure the signatures of 
the authorities to your letter on tiiat subject. 

Amb.—I cannot do such an unlawful act, and Ido not think anybody will 
do that, escaping detection by the Foreign Minister of Persia, who is a very 
able statesman. 

HABLUL MATERN, 6. The same paper says that, according to an Arabic paper, the Sultan 
of Turkey, by a private letter written with his 
own hand, has informed the Shah of Persia that 
if he is badly in need of money, he can refer the 
matter to the Turkish Government, and if the money is to be borrowed for 
meeting the expenses of works of public utility, the Shah should not be in a 
hurry. Nothing is known of the Shah’s reply to this letter. There is, how- 
ver, no doubt that the Shah, before deciding the loan question, will visit 
Europe. Russia and England have made every arrangement to receive the Shah. 
He, on his way home, will pay a visit to Paris and Constantinople, and in the 
latter place will decide the question relating to the Persian Gulf, and the 
northern and southern frontiers of Persia and some other questions of political 
importance. He will then proceed to the Caucasus to bathe in its mineral 
well, This visit of the Shah to Europe will, beside benefiting his health, be 
vee productive of a friendly relation between him and the Furopean Powers. 
as Sk. site 7. The Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 25th May has the following :— 


Peer ! We are under British rule, and we are really 

“wiel the relief of ratified at British victories. But we cannot sa 
that there is not some admixture of sorrow wit 

our joy. When we hear of British soldiers plundering innocent Boer house- 
holders, when we see Englishmen working themselves up into a paroxysm of 
inhuman ecstacy at the news of a crushing Boer defeat, we are naturally 
pained to discover such want of highmindedness in Englishmen. Is it not 4 
regret that the English, who are unrivalled in wealth and strength, should 


forget themselves in their rejoicings over the defeat of the insignificant Boers ? 


We do not like to discuss whether it is a just or an unjust war in which the 


English are engaged, but we must say that all well-wishers of the British 


Government are really sorry that Englishmen should boast of their victories 
over the weak, insignificant Boers. | 


HaBLOL MATEEN, 


Quarantine at Bushire. 


The Shah's proposed visit to 
Europe. 
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Mafeking has at last been relieved, The handful of Boers were expected 
to be crushed by the powerful English. But they beseiged’ Ladysmith, 
Kimberley and Mafeking, and began to harass the English, Kimberley and 
Ladysmith were relieved a few weeks ago, and now Mafeking has been 
relieved. The news of the relief of Mafeking created an ecstacy of joy amo 
Englishmen. We, however, donot understand why there should be so muec 
rejoicing over this affair. The relief of Mafeking is by no means a wonderful 
achievement. Is it not a regret that the British nation which vanquished 
the powerful French nation, whose wealth and power and preg? shave 
excited the envy of all other European Powers, should assume such a oastful 
attitude, because they have won back their own territories from the Boers ? 
All this leads us to suspect that the British people are gradually losing all 
their splendid virtues. The nation, which never before allowed themselves 
to be moved, except by the most serious disaster, are now moved even by @ 
small gust of wind. Does this not show that they have lost their old and 
wonted collectedness ? | vig 

If the British troops now advance on Pretoria and the Boers despair of 
peace, Kruger will not, we believe, keep the gold mines unhurt, It will be 
a great regret if the gold and diamond mines, for the possession of which the 
British are prosecuting this war at a tremendous cost, are destroyed. One 
cannot induce oneself to believe that a people who value liberty more than 
life, will easily submit and hand over the Transvaal, with all its mines, to 
England. Kruger’s threat that if the Boers are compelled to sell their 
independence, they will sell it at a cost which will stagger humanity, is going 
to prove true to the letter. | 


I1I.—Home ApMINISTRATION, 
(a)—Police. 


8, The Burdwan Sanjivani [Burdwan] of the 22nd May has the follow- 
| ing :— 

When Government proposed to resume the 
chaukidari chakran lands in. these provinces, we 
deprecated the proposal, but to no purpose. The then Lieutenant-Governor 
expressed the hope that by making Government the sole master of the chauki- 
dars and giving them monthly salaries in lieu of their service lands, it would 
succeed in improving their condition. It was the intention of the authorities 
that the chaukidar should not be employed in menial work. This, it was 
expected, would enhance the dignity of his post, and induce men of higher 
castes to take service as village watch. In their anxiety to imptove the 
position of the village chaukidar, the authorities resolved upon changing the old 
and long estublished constitution of the chaukidari force in Bengal, and did 
not care to think of the hardship which the change might cause to the village 
community. 

All chaukidari chakran lands have been resumed, and chaukidars, have 
been and are being appointed on monthly salaries, Panchayats have been 
established, the chaukidari tax is being levied, and the zamindars are makin 
much money by msking settlements of the chaukidari service lands. But the 
pecs are suffering extreme hardship, For generations past they have not 
paid any tax like the chaukidari tax which is now being levied from them. It 
is not easy for Government to realise their suffering on this account. Govern- 
ment has not been yet able to make itself acquainted with the real condition of 
the people of this country. Doves it not behove the Government to consider the 
propriety of imposing a new tax on the country in which one year’s failure of 
crops results in famine? — 

The assessment and the collection of the chaukidari tax are conducted by 
the panchayats, Government may say that there can be no ground for dis- 
satisfaction when the work of assessing the villagers to the tax is being done 
by their own men. But Government is not probably aware of the qualifica- 
tions of the great majority of these men. In not a few places the people are 
dissatisfied with the conduct of the panchayats, Would it not be a matter 


The chaukidari tax and the new 
chaukidari system. 


of extreme regret if to the necessity of paying a ough pond a were added 
overnment introduced a new order 


any sort of oppression and wrong doing? 


BunDWAN SANJIVANI, 
May 22nd, 1900, 
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with the view of promoting the welfare of the people, but its expectations have 
Be , of small intelligence that we are, we fail to see that the new atran; 

ment has done good either to the Government or to the en It is clear that 
the people are suffering, and it is equally clear that the Government hae gained 
nothing by the change. Will the new arrangements be in any way productive 
of administrative convenience? Ina village where formerly there were ten 
chaukidars, there are now two, or at most four. The chief duties of these men 
are to keep watch and ward at night and prevent thefts and dacoities. Thege 
duties can never be properly and satisfactorily discharged under the new 
arrangements. How can the work, which formerly could not be properly done 
by. ten men, be now done by half the number? The number of dacoities has 
increased, and will probably go on increasing. The present chaukidars are 
being recruited from the class of men who formerly accepted service as villa 

watch. So no improvement can be expected from the existing body of 
chaukidars. That good men, that is, men who are able to read and 
write, will never take service as chaukidars is certain. Whatever Government 
may say to the contrary, chaukidars must carry burdens, cut grass and bear 
corpses. No high caste man will agree to do that. 

It is clear that the new ‘chaukidari arrangements have proved extremely 
injurious to the people instead of benefiting them. Government, too, has 
not had its expectations fulfilled, and is not likely to see them ever fulfilled. 
The only party that has gained a little by the change is the zamindar, and 
it is for his benefit that the chaukidari chakran lands have been resumed by 
Government. : 


9, The Hitavals ee of the 25th May writes as follows :— 
+ Let a man be once convicted of a criminal 
An objectionable police circular offence, and the police will harass him in 4 manner 
ee which will make it almost impossible for him to 
earn an honest livelihood. According to a recent order, a prisoner going 
to be released should inform the authurities, at least 14 days before -his 
release, of his future place of residence. If within ten days after his release 
he does not go to this place, he should go to the thana, within the jurisdiction 
of which he is actually residing, and inform it of his actual place of residence. 
If he wishes to change his place of residence, ne should also report it to the 
thana, We unhesitatingly say that the authorities have not been well advised 
in issuing the circular in question. It will only increase the opportunities of 
the police for taking bribe. 


10. The same paper has the following :— 

The recruiters practise deception in inducing 
coolies to enter into contracts. ‘l'hey are generally 
very cunning and deceitful, After recruiting coolies, they take them to the 
depts, where they are inspected by the agents from tea-gardens and selected 
for different tea-gardens, It is in these depdts that the coolies discover their true 
position. But escape is now impossible. ‘Ihe coolies are closely confined 
and cruelly tortured, and are compelled to agree to go tu Assam. It is even 
said that, in order to drown the cries of the tortured coolies, drums are loudly 
beaten in the depdts. A class of professional torturers are employed in the 
depots. These tortured and ill-treated coolies are tutored, and are made, 
under compulsion, to sign the contracts. The coolies are made to stand before 
the Magistrate in rows, and in answer to his enquiry whether they are willing 
to enter into contracts, they, as previously tutored, reply in a chorus in the 
affirmative, and oy dissentient voice that is raised is drowned in the chorus. 
The coolies from Chota Nagpur and the 24 Parganas do not know Hindi, They 
do not understand the Magistrate’s questions, and reply as they are taught by 
the recruiters to reply. 

Here is a letter from a cooly fraudulently recruited to his brother :— 


Dryas Bagay, a 
RanaaGoraH Post OFFICE, 
| ) , | D1BRUGARH, AssAM. 
- Very glad to receive your letter of the 14th April. I am well. Let me 
tell you how I came to be recruited by: Bhavani Singh. I went to Tulin Bazar, 


Cooly-recruiting abuses. 
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accompanied by Rai Das of our village, to buy salt gnd tobacco, -Tired by 


the long journey, we sat under a tree in the bazar, when my companion went 


to a well to queuch his thirst, and 1, wishing to have a smoke, went to Bhavani 
Singh’s house, which was close by, for fire.. Bhavani invited me into his-house, 
and then confined and told me that I was to goto the Purulia depét. I of 
course declined to do so, and he mercilessly thrashed me and then forcibly 
carried me to the cooly depét of Messrs. Driver.and Stainforth of Purulia, There 
I was kept closely pon Set and was beaten whenever 1 tried te escape from 
the depdt. I was then sent to Dhubri, where I was goin (3 to protest against 
signing the agreement, but I was afraid of being beaten and.compelled to sign 
the contract. From Dhubri I was sent to the Dinaj Bagan tea-garden in 


Assam.” 
(6)— Working of the Courts. 


11. The Sri Sri Vishnu Priya-o-Ananda Bazar Pairika (Calcutta) of the 

oe 25th April publishes the following letter from a 

oa Subdivisional Officer of correspondent in Katwa, in the Burdwan district, 

- in continuation of what was written in @ previous 

issue against Babu Jnanendra Nath Pal, Subdivisional Officer of Katwa 
(Vide Report.on Native Papers for 21st April paragraph 15) :— . . 

When Babu Indra Nath Banerji, a respectable pleader of Burdwan, 
went to see Jnanendra Babu the latter earnestly requested him to bring about 
an amicable settlement of the ng between him and the mukhbtars, and 
also asked him to write a letter to Babu Bipin Bihari Chaudhuri, a leading 
mukhtar of the place, assuring him of a better treatment of the bar in 
future. Indra Babu accordingly wrote a letter to Bipin Babu requessing 
him and the other mukhtars to attend the Court of the Subdivisional Officer 
as usual. Bipin Babu consulted with the other mukhtars, and most of them 
began to attend Jnanendra Babu’s Court regularly from the 17th April last. 
But we are again sorry to say that Jnanendra Babu is not behaving properly 
with the mukhtars. On the 18th April last, in a case sent up by the police, 
a mukhtar went to his Court to file a. mukhtarnama on the side of the prosecution. 
But he threw away the mukhiarnama, remarking that mukbtars had no right to 
act on the side of the prosecution in a case sent up by the police. But section 
493 of the Criminal Procedure Code says:— | 

“Jf any private person instructs a pleader to prosecute in any Court any 
person in any such case, the Public Prosecutor shall conduct the prosecution, 
and the pleader so instructed shall act therein under his direction.” 

_ ‘The word ‘shall’ clearly indicates that mukhtars have the right to appear 
in such cases. Again, the third paragraph of section 495 of the same Code 
says: ‘Any person conducting the ve may.do so personally or by a 
leader.’ This also gives mukhtars the right to appear in me gers It is now 
or the Government to see whether the Deputy Magistrate acted lawfully in 
rejecting the mukhtarnama. By this act Jnanendra Babu has insulted not 
only the mukhtars, but also Indra Babu who acted as a mediator at the request 
of the Deputy Magistrate himself. It is to be regretted that Jnanendra Babu 
should act in this improper way after the matter had been amicably settled. 

The editor thus comments on the letter: We hope that we will not hear 
any more complaints against Jnanendra Babu. Jnanendra Babu should 
remember that though he is.a Magistrate, he is nothing but a Bengali, and will, 
therefore, cause a great deal of inj to himself and his country if he acts 
highhandediy like some European istrates. He should remember that, 
however high may be the position he holds, heshould never expect his authority 
and Tee; to be so great as those of Euro Magistrates, 

12, The Sré Srt Vishnu Priya-o-Aninda Basar Pairika [Calcutta] of the 

2nd May has the following with reference to the 
ee case in which a Hindu mendicant was sentenced 
to six months’ imprisonment by Mr. Jarbo, Deputy Magistrate of Midnapore, 
for begging in the house of the District Magistrate :— 

‘We cannot understand under what section of the Penal Code Mr. Jarbo 
sentenced a man to imprisonment for beggirg. We do not see what 
Mr. Samman, the District istrate of Midnapore, .gained by sending a r 
mendjcant to jail, As for Mr. Jarbo, he is void of all common sense, How 


Mr. Jarbo in the beggar’s case. 
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can Mr. Jarbo breathe freely, if he does not send to jail the man who has been 
hauled up before him for trial by the District Magistrate himself? These men 
cast a stain on the fair naroe of British justice in India. 
13, The Sri Sri Vishnu Priya-o-Ananda Bazar Patrika (Calcutta) of the 
i 16th May has the following :-— | 
Pe. A quem Magistrate of Considering the lawlessness which prevails ip 
gene Banki the place does not seem to be withi 

ankipore, the p within the 
le of British rule. Lieutenant Bransom of the Royal Munster Fusiliers who 
bas been placed at Dinapore to — plague riots, complained that one day, 
when out for a walk, he saw one Golam Kahar, and asked him to go home, 
The man, however, not only refused to obey him, but tried to pelt bim with a 
stone. Lieutenant Bransom caused the man to be arrested and handed him 
over to the police. At his trial before the Assistant Magistrate of Banki re, 
one Mr. Cunningham, Mr. Bransom’s faithful adherent, corroborated his 
statement. The accused, however, denied the charge, but the Assistant Magis- 

trate sentenced him to three months’ rigorous imprisonment without hearin 
anything on the side of the defence. The decision is unique of its kind 
Mr. Bransom, with the soldiers under him, is practically the Governor of 
Dinapore. Mr. Bransom’s power is far greater than what the Czar of Russia 
can exercise in his dominion, Under these circumstances, no other man in 
the world, except the Assistant Magistrate, could believe that the poor and 
half-dead Golam Kahar had dared to throw stones at so great aman. The 
witnesses of the occurrence are no other than the complaint, Mr. -Bransom 
himself, and a faithful adherent of his. The charge against Golam Kahar was 


‘only an attempt to throw stones at Mr. Bransom, but the punishment is three 


months’ rigorous imprisonment.’ Lord Curzon’s statement in his Chapra 
Resolution, that the objects of the judicial and executive functions are 


identical cannot satisfy the public, so long as such incompetent men as the 


Assistant Magistrate of Bankipore are allowed to ‘remain in the Judicial 
Department. - 
14, The Basirhat Suhrid Peco ye * the — Pa says that the 
at residents of Baduria, in the 24-Parganas district, 
Sade, ae 4 o4-Dargunas have been much alarmed to see Ue Baduria 
cane, Honorary Bench vested with the power of trying 
cases summarily. Among the Stipendiary Magistrates, only those who have 
acquired experience in judicial work are vested with summary powers and the 
Government has not rightly acted in vesting an inexperienced Honorary 
Bench with such powers. It is said that the Government also intends to 
empower some of the Honorary Magistrates to try cases singly, ‘I'he educa- 
tion and legal knowledge of those whom it has been proposed to vest with 
this power, are not known to the _. Experienced lawyers like Babus 
Kailas Chandra Ghosh, B.A,, B.L., and Kunja Bihari Nag, B.A.,B.L., who formerly 
sat on the Bench, did not enjoy this power; how can, then, the Government 
vest — far inferior to them in education and legal knowledge with those 
powers ve 
15. The Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the 26th May has the following with 
reference to the decision of the District Judge of 
Burdwan in the case:of the Iranis, Mirza Hosain 
Beg and others:—_ 

In this case the District Magistrate of Burdwan said, in his explanation to 
the District Judge, that the offence with which six of the accused were 
charged was bailable, but it was his earnest desire that none of the accused 
should be enlarged on bail. It isa regret that the District Magistrate 80 far 
forgot his position as to make such a request in his explanation. He himself 
acted illegally by not granting bail in a bailable case,-and then requested the 
District Judge to act in a similarly illegal manner. According to sections 152 
and 153 of the Criminal Procedure Code, the Magistrate was bound to enlarge 
on bail the people who were charged under sections 152 and 158 of the Indian 
Penal Code. © | 

16. Referring to the Nagri circular issued by the Government of the 
North-Western Provinces, the Hinds Bangavast 
[ Calcutta] of the 28th May is sorry that the courts 
of those provinces are not carrying out the orders 


The District Magistrate of 
Burdwan in the case of the Iranis. 


The Nagri character in t¢ 
Werth. Wants Provinces. > Oe 


by the District Board of the 


we generally find text-books for the young bristling with defects. 
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contained in the circular. Some Hindus of the Lala community have joined 
the Musalmans in aeogpene. | against the circular. ‘The Government of - the 
North-Western Provinces ought to seo that their orders are strictly carried out. 
17. The Hiéakari {Kusthia) of the 28th May says that demy papers and 
court-fee stamps are not always to be of the 


“ 


__Court-feo stamps in the Kihtia vendors in the Kushtia subdivisional courts in the 


subdivisional 


Nadia district. Ifa muharrir of a pleader happens 


‘to possess three or four court-fee stamps, he often sells them at exorbitant prices. 


Sometimes he charges three annas for a one-anna court-fee stamps-and* one 


‘anna for a demy paper worth only one pice. It is said that the muharrirs, in 


collusion with the vendors, charge higher prices for court-fee stamps than their 
actual prices, | - 
(d)— Education. 


18. The Sanjivani [Calcutta] of the 24th May is glad that’s Musalman 
‘A Musalman at the head of the has headed the list of the passed candidates for the 


“BA. list. F.A. examination. 


19. The Bangavasi (Calcutta] of the 26th May thus comments on ‘ Nava 
Selection of a bad text-book ath” by Babu Kali Krishna Bhattacharyya:— 

; It is a difficult: matter to impart good instruc- 
tion to young children, and itis a regret .that 
| ne such 
text-book is ** Nava Path” by Babu Kali Krishna Bhattacharyya. There are 
many defects in this book. Its style is ungrammatical, and obscure in places. 
Grammatical consistency has not been maintained in some places. It is, how- 
ever, the manner in which the subjects have been treated, which is much more 
objectionable than the style. In places subjects have been treated in a wa 
which is not at all suited to young learners. Subjects which ought not to have 
been introduced have been dealt with in the book. Many things have been said 


24-Parganas. 


‘in the book, which militate against experience, and the truth of which has not 


yet been established. It isa regret, therefore, that the District Board of the 
24-Parganas is about to appoint ‘‘ Nava Path” asa text-book. A little consi- 
deration ‘will convince the members of its numerous defects, and it is hoped that 
they will see their way to revising their decision. | 


(e) —Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


20. The Sri Sré Vishnu Priya-o-Ananda Basar Pairika [Calcutta] of the 
25th April has the following:— _ 

Reports of water-scarcity, with its attendant 
evils cholera and malaria, are coming in from all 
parts of the mufassal, We are told that in many places people have to walk 
some five or six miles to fetch drinking-water. In many instances, the District 
Boards, though informed of this state of things, do nothing to alleviate the 
sufferings of the people. We do not blame the District Boards for this. Their 
income is too small to enable them to satisfactorily perform the multifarious 
duties imposed on them by the Government, They. have, therefore, often to 
plead want of funds. It is, however, unquestionable that it ought to be the 
first and foremost duty of a District Board to prevent loss of life. -It does not 
matter much if the construction of a new road or the repair of an old one is. 
postponed for a year or two. Men cannot live without water. There are old 


. Water scarcity in the mufas- 
sal. 


tanks in many places which can be re-excavated at a emall cost, and in man 


laces the digging of three or four wells will partially remove the water difficulty. 
fn the villages in the interior even the existence of Distrct or Local Boards is un- 
known, and people do not know. where they will have to apply for the removal 
of their grievance. The Boards ought, therefore, to send agents to the villages 


to dseertain whether there is any water-scarcity anywhere, But how can 
the Boards remove the want of such a vast area without the help of the Gov- 
ernment? The condition of the rivers, ponds and tanks has become extremely 


deplorable, The village ponds have become hotbeds of epidemics owing to 
sweepings being thrown into them. The condition of the wells is not better. 
If the Government, the District Boards, the Municipalities and the ‘zamindars 
combine, then and then only may the prevailing water scarcity in the mufassal 
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d. Pure water is absolutely necessary for the preservation of heal 
Wo cornaslly : ae the authorities to try their best to remove this sore griey- 


ance of the people. | A : se ot 
| urshidabad Hitaishi [Murshidabad } of the 23rd May writes 

9 The: 5 that: the Sule of the roads and fesse within 
Road repair in the Berhampore the Berbampore Municipality is deplorable. It is 
Municipality. only the eos all pans that are . : hag Peg’ ‘wairt 
of proper supervision, have to be repaired every year. ¢ 1s said -that as the 
foun (Fes maenidl pality are exha in repairing the sadar roads, the a 
of the lanes and bye-lanes cannot be undertaken for want of money. But 
as it is extremely difficult to pass through the lanes during the ening. reason, it 
would be better to repair the lanes first and therefore to stop t © repair of 
the sadar roads for one year. | 

22, The Sri Sri Vishnu Priya-o-Ananda Bazar Patrika([Calcutta] of the 
23rd May writes as follows :— 

From expert opinion and the report of the 
Epidemic Commission, the Government has come 
to the conclusion that dampness is the cause of malaria, and that this dampness 
has been caused by obstruction of drainage. Dr. Mouat said that the raising of 
the river-beds by their gradual silting up had caused obstruction of drainage, 
but it has been proved to the satisfaction of the Government by _ Jigam- 
Bar Mitra that it was railway embankments and high roads whic suddenly 
caused obstruction of drainage. That dampness is the cause of malaria has 
been proved in the case of Dwarvasini and. ur, Both these places were 
once hotbeds of malaria, but improved drainage has freed them from malaria 
to a very large extent. 

The Government has been convinced that dampness is the cause of 
malaria, but most probably for want of fundsit has not yet done anything to 
improve the drainage of malarious Bengal. The Epidemic Commission submitted 
its report in 1872, but in 1873 the Government offered a prize of Rs. 1,000 
for the best essay on the causes and the prevention of malaria. This shows 
the Government’s unpreparedness to boldly cope with the evil, but it also 
shows that the Government is not indifferent in the matter. 

23. The Nava Yug ae of a 24th an ~~ that as the momen 

vendors in Calcutta keep their wares uncovered on 
a ee stalls, the Feasuasiie are covered with 
dust raised by the wind and therefore become very deleterious food. What do 
the highly-paid food inspectors do to prevent this? The attention of the 
Health Officer of the Calcutta Corporation is drawn to the matter. - 


The causes of malaria in 
Bengal. 


(g)—Ratlways and Communications including Canals and Irrigation. 


24. A correspondent complains in the Bangabhumi [Calcutta] of the 15th 
May that railway. passengers have to suffer great 
inconvenience atthe Jalpaiguri railway station. 
There is always a great rush at the ticket stalls. ‘There is no adequate waiting 
accommodation at the station. The rush at the entrance to the platform is 
also very great, and as passengers have to make their way through a narrow 
passage, they have to suffer great inconvenience. : 


25. The Charu Mihir (Mymensingh) of the 22nd May complains that — 
passengers, especially female passengers, have to 
: ie suffer great inconvenience on ‘account of there 
being no waiting-room at the Jagannathganj station, on the Dacca-Mymen- 
singh Railway. | 
26. The Mitakari Ree) of aoe mer a the following :— , 
Bad roads in the Nadia distr; € road from village Jadubaira, on the other side 
ee ee of the Kumarkhali river, in the Nadia cer 


A railway complaint. 


A railway complaint. 


Jhenidah to Jessore, is in a very deplorable condition. Ruts have bee 1 
in many places in the road which becomes impassable during the rainy ‘séasan. 
Many portions of the road between Ganrakhola, on the other side of the Kumar 
river, and Jhenidah remain under water during the rainy season, but there are no 
arrangements for crossing these breaches. These breaches should be brid ged 
over instead of being repaired with earth, as such repair does not last long, 
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The road is repaired every year, but it is very strange that nothing’ isd on ‘ 
to repair these breaches.. | , fo eae . 


he breaches on the Khokra-Kanchdiar road, near the villages’ Mura- 


cha, Khairachar, Farapur, and Baoidangi, are filled with water during he 
saint season, and Jiadgle ave to cross. them with great difficulty, A con- 
tractor came this year and began to repair the breach near village Khairachar. 
But he went away without doing any substantial work. Last year also a 
fow basketfuls of earth were thrown into this breach. -If these breaches are 


not to be properly repaired, what is the good of wasting so much public money. 


in this way ? 
(4) — General. 


27, The Sri Sri Vishnu Priya-o-Ananda Bazar Patrika [Calcutta] of the 
| 25th April says that.Babu Manmatha Nath Mitr 
compiler of the Srimat Bhagabat Gita, was finer 
Rs. 21 for not furnishing the Government with 

a copy of his work, But why this punishment? Formerly Government used 

to pay for the books supplied to it. This practice has been discontinued, 

and authors of books have to present the Government with their works, and 
if they fail to doso, they are punished. We cannot praise the Government 
for this. The Government is expected to help the development of. literature 
and to encourage authors and give them material help by buying their works. 

It is not an, act of kindness to give a stone where bread is wanted. The 

Government has, therefore, done wrong in punishing Manmatha Babu. How 

does Government ask authors to furnish it with their works without paying 

for them? ‘This deos not speak well of a civilised Government. 

28. The Hindi Bangavast [Calcutta] of the 2lst May is sorry to hear 
that a Commissariat officer at Kutni Murwara, in 
the Central Provinces, has punished so severely one 
of his chaprasis for not being. able tc supply him with provisions that the 
chaprast had to be sent to hospital for medical treatment. | é 

29. Te same paper says that the Lieutenant-Governor of the North- 

ssi sii iiaieaia aes ile Wester Beene a ee the Na 
e_Nagri character in the character in the Courts of those provinces, and the 
ee Musalmans have got angry with him. They began 
to protest against that measure of the Lieutenant-Governor on the ground that 

it would lower their social standing. In fact, Sir Antony MacDonnell, after a 

lengthy examination, has discovered that the Nagri character is superior to the 

Persian character, and that the Nagri character, if used in the courts, will 

facilitate the work of administration. He cannot, therefore, sacrifice the 

public good for the sake of the Musalmans. 7 

30. The Sanjivans|Calcutta] of the 24th May writes as follows with 
reference to the recent Government order regard- 
ing the employment of the Eurasians in the Military 
Department :— Sere — we 
It was expected from Lord Curzon’s reply to the deputation of the Imperial 
Anglo-Indian Association that His Lordship would not sa any undue favour 
to auy particular class or community, But he has falsified that expectation, 
So long the Government was recruiting clerks for Government offices by means 
of competitive examinations. It has nct been just and advisable to make a 
departare in favour of the Eurasians. By showing this favour the authorities 
have trampled upon the Queen’s Proclamation, which requires Government 
to make appointments to the public service without any distinction of creed 
or colour. | 

81. The same paper is sorry that the Postmaster-General has deprived 
The Postmaster-General of the Kangal of the advantage of a privileged news- 

Bengal’s igiustice to the Aungat paper. In the Postmaster-General’s opinion, the 

newspapdy Kangal does not fall within the definition of a 
newspaper. The Kangal deals with current news and topcis and .contains 
political matter. It is difficult to understand why it should not be regarded as 
a rides gas and should be deprived of a privilege which it had so lon 
enjoyed, It is hoped that the Postmaster-General will look into the matter 

and do justice in this case as well asin the case vf some other newspapers 
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which, equally with the Kangal, have been deprived of the advantage of 
ivi newspapers, mn 
a The Hitgvads (Calcutta) of the 25th May writes as follows :— 
Oppression by. indigo-planters is still complain. 
‘The Government in acompact oq of, ‘The indigo-planters compel the raiyats to 
aera oe | sow their best lands with indigo. The raiyate 
indigo with the sweat of their brow, but they never get a fair return for their 
labour. The raiyats ble and murmur, and are not willing to grow indigo, 
The indigo-planters harass the refractory raiyats with prosecutions, and are 
often helped by the Judges and Magistrates in their oppression. The poor 
and helpless ralyats have therefore to go to the wall. If over and above this, 
the Government enters into a compact with the indigo-planters, the raivats 
will be undone. According to the Friend of China, an agreement has been 
entered into between the Opium Department and the Secretary of the Bihar 
Indigo-planters’ Association for mutual help and co-operation. We do not 
know whether the Government will admit that this 1s true. What could 
be a greater proof of the weakness of the administration than that the Govern. 
ment should seek the help of the indigo-planters? Does the Government wish 
that the opium officers should compel the raiyats to grow opium just as the 
indigo-planters compel them to grow indigo? We hope that the information 
received by the Friend of China will turn out to be false, 


LV.—NatTIvVE Sratves. 


33. The Hindi Bangavasi Seater on of the 28th - has the following :— 

Referring to the Hindu-Musalman riot in 
Jodhpur during the last Muharrum festival, a cor- 
respondent of the Nasim-e-Agra, an Urdu paper edited by a Bengali Hindu, 
observes that the riot was due to the aggressiveness of the Hindus. In the 
fracas the Hindus, aided by the police, severely beat back the Musalmaus, and 
broke their éazta to pieces. The Musalmans, thus enraged, cut down a pepul 
tree and had the images of the Hindu gods and goddesses pulled down. The 
Hindus in their turn took reprisals by urinating upon the Koran and pulling 
down the minarets of a masjid. In the opinion of the Editor of the Hindi 
Bangavasi, the Musalmans, under the excuse of ieligious observance, com- 
mitted mischief, and, when opposed, took the luw into their own hands, The 


A Mubarrum riot in Jodhpur. 


-Musalmans are, moreover, said to have used filthy language to some Brahman 


ladies who came to the festival, 


V.— PROSPECT OF THE CROPS AND CONDITION OF THE PEOPLF, 


34, The Bangabhumi [Calcutta] of the 15th May has the following :— 


It is our great good fortune that we have got 
PR and Lady QOurzon in the kind and large-hearted Viceroy like Lord Curzon. 
| The matchless skill with which His Excellency is 
governing India in the midst of the terrible famine, plague and war which 
have made their appearance in the land is a striking proof of his high 
administrative ability. We are surrounded by dangers. We are floating on 
a boundless and bottomless sea of dangers. There are high waves on all sides. 
We have seen few instances of such sincere love for the subject people and 
such earnest effort made to help them as are being shown by the Viceroy. 
The patience with which Lord Curzon, like an experienced helmsman, is 
endeavouring to steer the Indian vessel of State to a port of safety is almost 
unparallelled. He has fully realised that of all dangers which now threaten 
us famine is the most formidable, and laying aside all false pride, he is doin 
his utmost to suppress it, .We are glad to see that, moved by the pity an 
sympathy for the sufferers which are so characteristic of the Viceroy, Lady 
Curzon, too, is labouring for famine relief. Her Excellency has written 4 
most pathetic letter to the inhabitants of Chicago. 
raised be you, kind lady! Praised be your love of India and the 
Indians! It is really hard to imagine what a terrible fate would have over- 
taken the people of this country if in this hour of their dire tribulation they 
had been denied your sincere and genuine sympathy and commiseration. 
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25. The Sri Sri Vishnu Pr-ya-c-Ananda Bazar Patrika (Oaleutta) of the 
23rd May has the following:— — Tit, BO 

There are hundreds of thousands of countries 
| on this earth. But excepting India nowhere else 
is the name of famine heard, at least nowhere else does famine occur at 
intervals of ten or five or three years. Yet the Indian soil is exceedingly fertile, 
and no other nation can show a body of cultivators so industrious, active, 
economical in expenditure, patient and intelligent. Low class people in other 
countries waste the greater of their earnings in drinking. In India 
hardly one in a hundred thousand drinks liquor. The people of Cabul are 
uncivilised and the Afghan soil is sterile and full of gravel.. But nobody has 
ever heard of & famine even in that country. India is under the rule of the 
highly civilised English people, and yet famine occurs in India every three 
years. What cun be more surprising than this? 

It is a matter of regret that our rulers are unable to see the true causes 
of famine, though the causes are before their eyes. According to our rulers, 
drought and increase of population are the principal causes of famine. But 


“India, the one abode of 
famine.” : 


drought occurs in all places. in this world. Why does not famine make its 


appearance there? As regards increase of population, it will be sufficient to say, 
enter any village you like, and you will see that it is deserted and full of jungle 
land, rows of old houses, forsaken homesteads and dilapidated buildings mark 
the village site. Of course, the census reports show that the Rigen in this 
country is increasing every ten years, but we fail to see where this increase 
comes from. For what we see with our own eyes is that the number of deaths 
from malarial fever, cholera, small pox and plague exceeds the number of 
births. Admitting that the population is growing, even that does not improve 
the case for the Government. Population is increasing every year at a rapid 
rate in Europe and America, but there are no sigus of famine in those 
countries. 

When Hindus ruled India, there was no famine, unless there was a di ought 
extending over twelve consecutive years. But now failure of rain once in the 
year results in famine. Under the Musalman rule there were constant quarrels 
and fights between Hindus and Musalmans, which seriously interfered with 
agricultural operations, and yet we hear of few famines in Musalman times. 
At least, famines did not then occur every five or three years. ‘The reason was 
that the wealth of the country then remained within the country. An oppres- 
sive Musalman Nawab plundered a Hindu town, but the booty he carried off was 
expended in the country, and thus came back to the hands of the Hindus and the 
Musalmans. ‘This is not the case under British rule. ‘That this is not so is the 
principal cause of famine in India. | : : 

India sends every year to England a sum of nearly thirty crores of rupees 
as tribute for which the Indians get no benefit in return. Since the advent of 
Englishmen to this country, a thousand crores of rupees have thus gone out of 
India for good, The country has therefore become poor, and the people have 
no food in their houses and want of food is famine. 

Now, as to the way the thirty crores are annually sent out of the country. 
Out of the money raised by the Government of India by taxation and otherwise, 
about thirty crores have to be paid to the Secretary of State, who spends the sum 
in England in paying salaries, pensions, interest, &c. He sells his bills, which 
are purchased by merchants, who after cashing the bills in the Indian treasury, 
invest the money in grains, &c, Thus food-grains, &c., worth crores of rupees 
are annually exported from India, with the result that those articles can be 
purchased by the Indian consumer only at a very high price. The raw articles 
come back to this country, and are sold to the people in the shape of liquor, 
piece-goods and other manufactures by European merchants who make large 

rofits by means of these transactions. Large quantities of rice are sent to 
ngland for the purpose of being converted into size. It is now clear why 
famines occur so frequently in this country. — 

If, like other nations, the Indians had possessed food and wealth, they 
would have been spared such frequent acquaintance with famine. No other 
country in the world is so wealthy as England. But if food-grains, &c., worth 
thirty crores of rupees were sent out of England every year, and if she got 
nothing in return, a famine every three years would occur even there. The 
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for this evil is in the hands of the authorities themselves. This out- 
a wealth every year from India must be stopped, But it is not easy 
to do that. Suppose a Zamindar derives an annual income of a lakh of 
rupees from a certain zamindari. Suppose his raiyats become very poor and 
are unable to pay their rents. If some body now proposts to the zamindar 
that he should forego his income from. that zamindari, what will he 4 He 
will of course say that if he isto keep the zamindari in his possession he must 
have the income. But if he gets nothing from the estate what will he do 
with it? He had better part with it. India is Knglishmen’s zamindari, from 


‘which they derive an annual income of thirty crores of rupees. No Governor. 


General, therefore, ventures to say that if the British Government does not 
forego that income it will be impossible to save India from famine, 

But how long will things goon in this way? It is only three years that 
the wiole world fed famine-stricken Indians. They are doing that again this 
time. How long would it be possible to keep the Indians alive by thus beggin 
hat in hand? Lord Curzon is cur last hope. No other Governor-Genera 
showed such earnestness, enthusiasm and sympathy in the work of famine 
relief as are being evinced by him. He is constantly exercised by the thought 
how the famine-stricken are to be kept alive. His Excellency’s power and 
independence are almost unlimited. We are therefore justified in hoping that 
he will remove our miseries. Of course, he will not be able to stop the annual 
home charges. But even without stopping those charges, the task of preventing 
famine may be to a great extent accomplished in various other ways, The 
people of India seek nothing more than a few handfuls of rice to satisfy their 
hunger, . , 

“36. The Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 25th May writes as follows:— 

It is true that the Government is helping lakhs 
people, but considering the severity of the 
distress, Government help is not adequate. The hard labour, which the 
distressed people are required to undergo, makes it almost impossible for weak 
and starving people to earn a livelihood. It isa happy sign, however, that 
some of the distinguished sons of India have not depended upon the Govern- 
ment. but are themselves trying their best to relieve the distress of the famine- 
stiicken. But what they are doing is not enough and people are dying from 
starvation. 

Let now one and all come to the’ rescue of the famine-stricken, No one 
should now remain silent and inactive. If you fail to come to the relief of 
your starving countrymen, who will save the lives of those pale and emaciated 
men and women with sunken eyes and brows covered by the gloom of 
approaching death? The Government has not the power to put down this 
severe and widespread famine. Help is coming from many distant countries, 
but still the Viceroy has set his face against applying to the British exchequer 
for a contribution. It is a misfortune that even a benevolent and sympathetic 
ruler like Lord Curzon should refuse to apply to the British exchequer for 
help when people are dying from starvation before his eyes. Deaths from 
starvation ure by no means rare in this country, but there is no doubt that the 
Government is responsible for these deaths, 

When the Government is neglecting the famine-stricken, the people of 
the country, one and all, should come forward to save the lives of them famine- 
stricken countrymen. The Daily Graphic is publishing famine pictures, and 
writes that the Government -of India is unable to put down this severe and 
widespread distress. ‘lhe English newspapers are urging on the British public 
the urgent necessity of generously contributing to the Famine Relief Fund. It 
is not advisable that we should remain idle and inactive at such a time. 

37. The Bangavasi Saat yr of 26th May has the following :— er 

: ; ady urzon’ 18 as generous as her Lord. 
eakee te Ott Core Be nak Task tee Lady Cutoun are sincerely sym- 
pathising with the famine-stricken, Lord Curzon 1s 
trying his best to put down the famine, and his father is trying his best 
to raise subscriptions in England for the relief of the distressed people of India. 
Lady Curzon is ably supporting her husband in his philanthropic work. She 
has not only requested her father and brother to raize subcriptions in America, 
but has herself written to the Chicago public for help. “There is a severe 
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famine in our India,” writes Her Ladyship, “and.we shall readily accept 
any help that the Chicago public may send us. The Government is feeding 
fifty lakhs of people every day, but many are still to be fed. We assure 
the American people that every farthing received by us will be well spent, | 
Lady Curzon refers to the famine in India as.“ our terrible Indian famine. 

Lady Curzon, kind-hearted Lady Curzon, looks upon India and her millions 
as nearly and dearly related to her. Our heart overflows with gratitude for 
this manifeatation of Iady Curzon’s kindness—her unlimited generosity and 
her unparallelled large-heartedness. 


V1I.—MISCELLANEOUS. 


38, The Sanjivani [Calcutta] of the 24th May has the following with 
= sas is Sal reference to the Englishman’s articles on British 
British prestige in a. pr Mae tn Indie o 


These articles in the Englishman are doing a good deal of harm to India. 


They are preventing a friendly relation being established between natives 
and Europeans in this country, and are throwing an obstacle in the way of 
lacing the British Empire on the firm foundation of love and amity. Empress 
Victoria is the Sovereign of India, and we do not know an Indian who does 
not respect and revere Her Majesty. We have been to every creek and corner 
of India—to Madras and Bombay, the Punjab and the North-Western Pro- 
vinces, to the Central Provinces and Oudh, but nowhere have we heard any 
one say anything against the Queen. Nay, we have found the Queen 
worshipped in every Indian home as a goddess. We have found the picture 
of the Queen in every Bengali home, Why should people buy pictures 


and carefully keep them in their homes if they have no love and respect for- 


their original ? 

Victoria is the undisputed Sovereign of India. She has established her rule 
not only in India, but also in every Indian heart, The Indian people look 
upon the British Government as their own; most of them do not even know 
that the British Government is a foreign Government. Under this Government 
old quarrels have been settled, the doors to progress and improvement have 
been opened, and the advancement of science is changing the face of the country. 
There is not a single person in the country, who desires the dissolution of this 
rule and the re-introduction of anarchy and ignorance. 

The Indian people are loyal to the Queen, loyal to the British Govern- 
ment; but they do not respect every individual Englishman. The Indian 

eople love a man for his virtues and hate a man for his vices. This is, in fact, 
uman nature. There was a time when every individual Englishman was an 


- object of awe to the Indian people. But those days are gone. There was a time 


when large trees inspired awe and admiration in the Indian mind. But the 
spread of — has dispelled this ignorance, and trees are no longer objects 
of worship. Similarly, with the spread of knowledge, individual Englishmen 
are ceasing to be the objects of fear. | 

Let us here relate an incident which took place some twenty-five years ago 
in Calcutta. A large crowd of natives and Europeans was gathered at an 
auction sale, A young European was found making way for him through this 
crowd by beating and kicking off the natives, The natives pocketed the insult 
without a complaint. But there was a spirited li youth in the crowd. 
He held this insolent European by the ear, and ordered him to apoloyise to 
those whom he had insulted. This was a new experience for the European, and 
he made a wry face at the brave Bengali, but the latter, nothing daunted 
repeated his command. ‘I'he Europeans present on the occasion were fired 
with indignation, and wanted to fall upon the Bengali in a body. But the 
Bengali, unmoved, asked them not to behave like rds, and told them that he 


was quite ready to fight them one by one. A European came forward to fight, 


but with one blow the young Bengali laid him flat on the ground, The other 
Europeans then admitted that it was wrong on the part of the young European 
to have beaten and kicked native gentlemen, ere 

When Indians beat bad Europeans, good Europeans ought to rejoice. Can 
bad people be reformed without chastisement? The more the number of 
ungentlemanly Europeans decreases, the better. The greatness of a community 
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‘. proved by the rarity of bad people init. The Indians have long put u 
wit the inselting bebaviont of the Europeans. But with the spread of iar 
ledge fear for Europeans is gradually disappeariog from the Iridian mind. Ifa 
native kicks a native, he gets a kick in return. Ifa European kicks a natives, 
he does not get a kick in return, but he sometimes gets insulting words 
and blows that he may learn good manners. The Englishman need not be 
sorry for this, When natives and Europeans will live on terms of equality,. 
then and then orly will the British Government be firmly established in this 
country. It will be a happy day when natives and Europeans will love and. 
respect one another. But bad and insolent people will not soon disappear. 
Natives will kick insolent and turbulent Europeans, and Europeans will kick 
insolent and turbulent natives; this is the law of nature. There is nothing to 
regret in this. It does not foreshadow the dissolution of the British Empire. 
If an Englishman insults me and I pay him back in his coin, there the matter 
ends, But if I pocket the insult and cook a revenge, thatis a bad thing for every- 
one concerned. The Indian people are ceasing to fear Europeans, but that does 
not matter much, The British Government has nothing to do with the 
authority of individual Englishmen. The Indian people will not cease to 
respect and obey the Government so long as it rests upon justice. 

39. The Milavadi { Calcutta) of the 25th May gives translations of extracts 
from Mr, Savage Landor’s article on the ‘ Chief 
causes of discontent in India,” published in the 
North American Review, and observes as follows :— 

Let the officials entitle themselves to the respect of the people by setting 
examples of exalted character, let them act impartially, and let them sympathise 
with the people, and their prestige will be maintained. Disarmament, illegal 
acquittal of European offenders and threats cannot maintain their prestige. 
The people are gradually losing their respect for Englishmen, and discontent. 
has been created in the country. 

40. The Proativasi , Calcutta} of the 28th May has a cartoon on the Mafe- 
king relief and the Empress’s birthday. The 
Empress is shown sitting on the royal throne. 
Around her European soldiers are celebrating the 
birthday and the relief of Mafeking oY beating drums and sounding trumpets. 
India, with her mouth gagged and led by a European, stands at a distance. 
She hears the loud noise of mirth and rejoicing, and wants to know what it is 
all about. An invisible voice says :— : 


Discontent in India and its cause. 


India on the Empress’s birth- 
day. 


‘‘The British have become victorious in tho war, 
Aud the victory has been closely followed by the Empress’s birthday. 
Hence dancing and music across the sea, 

And we hear their echo in this country.” 


Hearing this, Mother India speaks as follows :— 


(1) 
To-day, I understand, is the birthday 
Of the long-lived and victorious Queen, 
Unfortunate as I am, have I marred 
The merriment of the occasion by my sorrowful song ? 


(2) 
It is also my heartfelt desire this day 
To sing merrily and join in the rejoicing, 


And give myself away to merry-making. 
But there is a heavy load on my heart and I cannot remove it. 


(3) 
Queen Victoria, sitting on her throne, 


Heard of my suffering and sympathised with me. 
She ordered that I cdr Iago 7 lesa 


By the rules of justice, kindness and benevolence. 
(4) 
But Mother! is that loving proclamation, 


That desire to rule without any distincti 
Stes Seana tees y distinction of creed or colour 


it been cast into oblivion at the time of giving effect to it? 


( 413 ) 
(5) 


Britons of old used to serve me 

With their life. 

Lawrence and Canning, Ripon and Hare, 
It is difficult to enumerate their virtues ? 


, (6) 
But that old feeling is no more, 
That liberal policy, that-kind treatment. . 
At every word, it is the sword that is now spgenes to, oe . 
At every step a distinction is made between the black and the white. 


(7) 
High education is to be done away with, 
The entrance to the high posts in the Government service is being closed, 
And the people are being deprived of all administrative powers, © — 
To frighten the Congresswallas. 


(8) 
It was my heartfelt desire with Britain 
To identify my lot, and rise with her, 
I did not therefore complain of Divine dispensation, 
And expected that my grievances would be removed. 


(9) 
O Mother ! on this your auspicious birthday 
Old remembrances are renewed, 
Turn, Oh ! turn back to me, 
I am no longer the land of plenty and abundant water. 


41, The same paper says that the Kaisar-i-Hind silver medal is not a fit 
ae, Sette Kiem honour for Raja Benoy Krishna Dev Bahadut, 

Te whose constant care is to maintain friendly rela- 
tions between Englishmen and natives, and who always takes the lead in doing 
ood to the public by soberly pointing out the mistakes of the Government. 

e are not also gratified to see Babu Nalin Bihari Sarkar receiving no higher 
honour than this silver medal. Babu Jadav Chandra Chakravarti, late Civil 
Judge of the Cooch Behar State, and the present Manager of the Gauripur estate, 
has got only a Rai Bahadurship. We are not gratified to see the name of such 
a liberal, philanthropic and public-spirited gentleman in the list of shallow- 
minded and title-hunting Rai Bahadurs.” Our renowned fellow-citizen, Babu 
Kali Nath Mitra, was offered a Rai Bahadurship, but he refused to accept it. 
The Rai Bahadurship is no indication of wealth. Kali Babu has therefore 
done well in refusing to sell himself for so small an honour, 


Urtiya Papers. 
42. The Samvadvahika (Balasore) of the 10th May is glad to notice that 


Germany’s help in the famine. : ' 

lakhs of rupees from his people and remitted the 

same to the Viceroy of India, praying that the amount be utilised in relieving 

the distress of the poor and famished Indians. The writer hopes that this 

genuine sympathy and friendship between Germany and India will last 

for ever. The Uthkaldipita (Cuttack) of the 12th May expresses its gratitude 

to the Emperor of Germany and his people in the same way. 

43, Referring to the notorious dacoity, committed in the house of Dam 

oo Mahanty in Narayangurh, in district Midnapore, on 

a ing Sony the Midna- the 30th of April last, the Utkaldipika (Cuttack } of 

the 12th May has reason to believe that it was 

committed by about 60 Muhammadans from the North-Western Provinces, 

who were armed with guns, swords, spears and other dangerous weapons, and 

who cruelly tortured the inmates of the house and cnet off ornaments and 

other valuables, valued at Rs. 10,000. The writer regrets that the police do 
not watch the movements of these robbers and ruffians in an effective manner. 

44, Referring to the meetings held at Cuttack on the 10th instant with 

the object of raising subscriptions for the relief 

and benefit of the famine-stricken in India, the 

same paper observes that though the meeting was held during the Muharram and 


A famine meeting in Cuttack. 


the Emperor of Germany has collected about six . 
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an inconvenient day for the public to attend it, the roceedings 

er " enninently successful 4 as more than Rs, 4,000 were ‘subscribed on 

the spot. The writer hopes that the public will take particular interest in the 

movement, and ext its contribution to the Secretary of the Committee without 

ssary delay. 

ee 45. The same paper advises the District Board of Cuttack to instruct its 

representative to elect Babu Madhu Sudan Das for 

Orissa in the Bengal Council. +54 vacant seat in the Bengal Legislative Council, 

as he will prove 4 cr to his rivals Rai Hariballabh Bose Bahadur and Raja 
Baikunthnath De Bahadur in every way. 


Assam Papers. 


46. The Silchar [Silchar] of the 15th May regrets to say that Baby 
‘ais in ais tek tis — regs Som ¥ = qo asi Sub- 
abu Isan , nspector of Police in Cachar, has been transferr 
a the hill district for some trivial offence. ay 
never takes bribes, and has the reputation of being an able detective officer, 
There are few pee officers of his stamp in Cachar. It is hoped that he will 
be retransferred to Cachar. 


CHUNDER NATH BOSE, 


Bengali Translator, 
BENGALI TRANSLATOR’S (FFICE, 


The 2nd June, 1900. 
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